
Who's Who of Volunteers 
 

TEAROOM ORGANISER 
Jennifer  Bliss 

873440 
 

SHOP 
Judy Wood Rogers 

874641 
 

 

 

GROUP BOOKINGS 
Kathy Morris 

873839 
 

VOLUNTEER CO ORDINATOR 
Michael Norman 

879808 
 

SECRETARY  
Jan Betteridge 

876339 
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 Diary Dates For 2016 Celebrating Thirty Years 

It was wonderful to see so many of you at the AGM on such good 
form and creating a wonderful atmosphere. 

A month later we had another evening meeting as part of the        
national initiative ‘Museums at Night’, when all museums are        
encouraged to open at a time outside normal opening hours. We also 
used the evening to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the Topsham 
Museum Society’s taking on the management of the Museum back in 
1984. 

It was a pleasure to see among our guests, Jeremy Pearson, who,         
in the early 1980s, when working at the Royal Albert Memorial     
Museum in Exeter, took part in the negotiations with Miss Holman 
leading to the creation of the Museum as we know it today.           
Jeremy’s recollections of his discussions give a new insight into our 
redoubtable founder. Next year we celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
Miss Holman opening the Museum in her home – certainly           
something to look forward to! 
 

A number of members particularly  
enjoyed the exhibition of Museum  
photos taken over the years.  I was  
very taken with one showing the       
late Caroline Oboussier, Frances        
Nieduszynska and the late Elizabeth 
Hubbick at the 2005 launch of         
Caroline’s delightful book on 
Topsham’s buildings. 
 

I am currently enjoying our new exhibition ‘War Comes to 
Topsham’, which is growing in content as new material becomes 
available and local people lend us items for display. Looking further 
ahead, our work is proceeding to define how we want the Museum to 
be in five years’ time. Our approach is to consult widely and ensure 
that any changes recommended have real benefits – all views are 
welcome! 

Finally, we all wish Judy Sugden every      
happiness in her move to Great Dunmow  
in Essex where she will be closer to her  
family. Judy has been a wonderful  support 
to the Museum over the years. She has     
organised stewards and the rotas and the 
shop and has always been there to help.  
We shall miss her - Christmas lunch will 
not be quite the same. 

May I wish you all a very happy summer   
     and thank you for your  support, 

                                       

                   John Dunsford                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Farewell Judy! 

Saturday 23rd July   6.00 p.m. –  

Dramatic presentation of          

‘War Comes to Topsham’    

 

Tuesday 28th July                       
10.45 for 11.30 - Lunchtime lecture. 
 

Tuesday 23th August – Town Fayre 
Coffee Morning 10am - Noon 
 

Saturday 27th August -  
Town Charter Event  
 

Tuesday 13th September          
Members’ evening meeting: Alex 
Farnell, archaeologist, will talk to  
us about the Roman building and 
other remains found on the Wessex 
Close site.  
 

Tuesday 27th September            
10.45 for 11.30 - Lunchtime lecture. 
 

Tuesday 25th October                   

10.45 for 11.30 - Lunchtime lecture. 
 

Monday 31st October           
Museum closes 

∞ 
Special Notice 

‘War Comes to Topsham’ Exhibition 
extended to end of season. 



The 32nd meeting of Topsham Museum Society was held on 12th April 
2016 and forty-nine members attended. John Dunsford, Chairman,   
reported on the achievements of the previous year and thanked all of 
the 180 volunteers who had helped make the year a success.   
 

The Treasurer, John Claxton, presented the accounts using graphs to 
show the various income strands and expenditure.  You will be pleased 
to know that the Society is financially sound. 
 

Please apply to the Chairman or go to the Charity Commission Website 
If you would like to see his full report and / or the accounts. 
As a result of elections the Trustees are as follows: 
Chairman  John Dunsford 
Vice Chairman Anthony Jennings 
Treasurer  John Claxton 
Secretary  Jan Betteridge 
Trustees  Rosalind Beetham, Alan Caig, Peter Gray, Chris Miller,   
                               Sheila Stephens, Jeff Try, Roger Wilkinson 
Independent Examiner   Steve Preston 
 
 

Members agreed that the Constitution should be amended to allow for 
 electronic notification of meetings  where a member has indicated  
that they would like to receive communications by email.   
 

If you would like to receive emails rather than paper notifications    
and the Members Newsletter, please let us know by emailing us at  

info@topshammuseum.org.uk. 
 
After the formal meeting, Jan Betteridge gave a short presentation 
about the new Visitor Survey Project and provided the initial findings. 

                              

Jan Betteridge 

We are currently considering what local history research facilities we 
should offer to visitors and researchers.  I am talking to a number of 
volunteers and asking them for their views about this, but we would 
welcome any thoughts from our members about a number of issues: 
what resources do we need to make available to our “drop-in” visitors? 
 Where in the museum should our “local history” section be      

located? 
 What should our policy be for charging (or not) for answering  

research queries?  
 What sort of links should we have with other organisations e.g. 

Topsham Library? 
 

It may be difficult to satisfy everybody’s needs but we will consider      
all viewpoints! The final decision will be made by the Trustees after 
consultation with members and volunteers and considering                
recommendations from the Management Team. 
 

If you have any ideas or comments about the local history research   
facilities please email me at secretary@topshammuseum.org.uk or 
write to me at the Museum.  Many thanks.. 

Jan Betteridge 

What do You Think? 

 Exhibitions are a much-enjoyed 
feature of the Museum.  This 
year the exhibition ‘War Comes 
to Topsham’, meticulously      
researched by Rosemary Hatch 
and Marian Grimshaw, has      
engendered so much interest and 
new information that it has been 
extended to run for the whole 
season.  
‘Salmon Fishing’, at present on 
display in the Entwistle Room, 
will give way to an exciting       
exhibition on ‘Shops in 
Topsham’ in early August.        
Researched by Mark Dant, the 
exhibition charts the changes in 
the shops and shopping patterns 
during the last century, a topic  
of interest to newer residents and 
one which will bring back many 
memories for longer-standing 
residents.  During August and 
October some of Graham Ward’s 
photos of shop-owners and their 
staff, taken in 1978 and 1997  
will be a talking point in the   
tearoom. 

Meanwhile, the ‘Black and 
White’ exhibition featuring lino 
and wood engravings (with some 
for sale) will run until the end of 
July.  September will see a       
display of the selling work of an 
individual artist, whose works 
include views of the Exe Estuary. 

  Rachel Nichols
  

Report on the Annual General Meeting 2016 Exhibitions Update 

Rachel and Jan manning the Museum 
stall at the Topsham Food Festival. 

 

              They were even selling the  
                special Secret Gardens bags. 

              Still available for £4.00 
               at the Museum Shop 

mailto:info@topshammuseum.org.uk
mailto:secretary@topshammuseum.org.uk


On a recent Saturday morning 
the Museum hosted a visit from  
a group of Friends of the Grand-
Western Canal.  Their visit       
started with a fascinating talk 
from Mike Patrick, the well-
known local historian, on the 
Exeter Ship Canal and the        
proposed southernmost                
termination of the Grand      
Western Canal in Topsham.   

 

 

 

 

If the latter is not familiar to 
you, it is probably because it was      
never built.  At the beginning of 
the 19th century the plans for the 
Grand Western Canal envisaged 
connecting the Bristol Channel 
to the English channel by          
extending the Bridgwater and 
Taunton Canal to Topsham.  It 
would have involved some tricky 
engineering in the vicinity of the 
Bridge Inn and the termination 
would have been near the          
southern end of the Goat Walk.  
Although sections of the canal 
from Taunton to Tiverton had 
been completed by 1838 the        
extension to Topsham was       
abandoned because of the               
decline in canal traffic.   

After Mike’s talk the visitors 
went round the Museum with 
much muttering of ‘we really 
must come back and look around 
properly’ before setting off down 
the Goat Walk to see where the       
canal would have terminated 
and on to the river Clyst to see 
some of the engineering           
challenges the canal builders 
would have faced. 

It is interesting to conjecture 
how much difference it might 
have made to Topsham had the 
canal been completed. 

 Anthony Jennings 

This exhibition has been extended until the end of the season and 
will stay in the Local History Room. There will be a short dramatic 
performance by members of Topsham’s Estuary Players on Saturday 
23 July at the Museum at 5.30 p.m. They have drawn on the research 
for the exhibition for the script, including the stories of the May 
brothers who served in India, their letters home, their friends in 
Topsham (on the Western Front and in the Navy and back in the 
town’s market gardens), the VAD Hospital and what it must have 
been like in the town in 1916. 

It has been interesting to meet descendants of the servicemen we’ve 
researched who have visited the exhibition.  One lady  recognised a 
photograph of her father on display in the front window and an     
exchange of information has resulted.  Other new material has come 
in from Topsham Football Club, the Pym, Ware and Underhill        
families and many more. It now feels as if a huge jigsaw is coming 
together, linking people in the town who were related and/or who 
were friends before and after the Great War. 

A few weeks ago the Red Cross records for the VAD hospital in 
Topsham suddenly appeared online, despite having been thought to  
‘lost’. The convalescent hospital was in Riversmeet Terrace and was 
run by Dr Ashford and his wife Elise, but the nursing staff there came 
from all over the UK.  We now have all their names.  Some  didn’t 
stay here long – perhaps they were training the new recruits?        
However, there were several Topsham VAD nurses who served for  
the duration of the war, plus three cooks and 12 ‘ironers’, female   
volunteers from the town who heroically did all the ironing, with no 
remuneration, for nearly five years.  Most of the staff in fact were not 
paid, demonstrating their dedication to helping soldiers recover their 
health.  Two of the three daughters of Mr Harbottle, who owned all 
three houses in the Terrace, were nurses and the third nursed in      
military hospitals in France. 

Dr David Parker, who gave a lecture at the Museum. visited the      
exhibition afterwards.  His book was the starting point for the initial 
project two years ago.  Thanks to an award from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund the project could be extended and expanded.    

                                                       Rosemary Hatch 

Friends of the Grand  

Western Canal Visit 

‘War Comes to Topsham’  

Have you ever tried to describe Topsham Museum to a friend but 
found it difficult to do it justice? 

With the help of Neil Henderson, who lives in Topsham, help is at 
hand. Do a Google Search for Topsham Museum and you will see      
pictures of the Cygnet – click on the ‘See inside’ box and you will  
enter the tour. The arrows will guide you around all the rooms where, 
with the help of the mouse, you will see a 3600 picture in detail. The 
image quality has been downgraded to cover faces – perhaps not 
needed but that is modern-day practice.  

Neil came to the Museum one morning with what appeared to be a 
normal camera and took over 180 shots. He has a program that      
stitches them together to produce a high- quality tour. I gather that 
where this system has been available, visits have increased by over 
40%.   Good luck! 

Charles Potter 

3600 View of our Museum 



 

 

Topsham Museum Society 25 The Strand Topsham Exeter Devon EX3 0AX 
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Fourteen wonderful gardens, 110 volunteers, 
24 dozen scones, an hour or two of light rain 
– this was Secret Gardens in Topsham on    
26 June.  It is an enormous fund-raiser for the 
Museum and preliminary figures are showing 
a record of just over £9000 taken with only a 
few expenses outstanding. 
 

The daisy logo (this year echoed on bags), the swarms of people out and 
about, and patient queues in the tearooms combined to make it a      
happy day of exploring little-known streets and paths – but the      
winners were twofold: the gardens themselves, from tiny courtyards 
through handsome walled gardens to those with an enviable view of 
the estuary, and the generous owners who shared their gardens with 
everyone. 
This was the sixth Secret Gardens – will it happen again in 2018?     

     Rachel Nichols  

Postscript: ‘Secret Gardens 2016’ 

Thoughts on first Secret  
Gardens visit 

The garden had been beguilingly 
reluctant to reveal its secrets. 
Eventually, however, the key was 
found and the high, solid gate 
allowed us into one of Topsham’s 
Secret Gardens.  

A narrow gateway drew us into a 
charmed, large, walled garden, 
and it was only when we had 
ventured beyond the still      
flowering, purple magnolia that 
a narrow brick path invited us 
towards further hidden delights 
and surprises including a kiwi 
pergola.  

And for the rest of the afternoon 
fragrant rose arches, beautiful, 
locally- crafted wrought iron 
gates, curling and curving stone, 
worn brick, pebble and grass 
paths and willow bowers drew us 
into and through a previously 
secret wealth of colours, shapes 
and fragrances.  

                      Rosie Hanvey 

Lunchtime Lectures 

This year’s season of lectures opened with a fascinating presentation 
on the ‘Inland Waterways of England and Wales’ given by Cllr       
Bernard Hughes on 26 April.  On this occasion we were able to take 
advantage, for the first time, of the new moveable reception desk to 
make more space for chairs at the back of the room. 

May’s lecture by Dr David Parker on ‘Devon during World War I’ was 
intended to complement the current exhibition on the impact of that 
terrible war on the people of Topsham.  Dr Parker is an enthralling 
speaker who delivered an informative and entertaining lecture that 
will long be remembered by all of us present. 

The June and July lectures are both on archaeological topics with a 
local connection.  On Tuesday 28 June Charlotte Coles spoke to us on 
‘Finds from Shipwrecks in Devon’.  Wrecks can come from all periods 
of history and the objects found within them can give new insights 
into life in earlier times.   

Thomas Cadbury will give the lecture on Tuesday 28 July 
on ‘The  Seaton Down Hoard’, a hoard of 22,000 Roman 
coins found in November 2013 that RAMM is hoping to 
purchase. 
 

There will be no lecture in August so the next date for your diaries 
(after the members’ evening on 13 September) is Tuesday                 
27 September when Professor Herbert Macgregor will tell us about 
‘Ernest Shackleton and the James Caird  100 years ago’.  The last        
lecture for 2016 is on ‘Topsham’s - Shops Then and Now’ which is 
also the topic of an exhibition to be mounted later this summer.   
Our speakers on Tuesday 25 October are Mark Dant, a volunteer at 
the Museum who has been undertaking research for the exhibition, 
and Liz Hodges of Route 2 Bike Shop. 

                   Anna Adcock 

Teas at Garden No 5 


